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1. CREATURE-NAMED PLANT 
Example: Foxglove 

V U J E U U V  

X L A A T H Z S K  Z S U E T H  

Y N L O N  F I X X I J T  

X L Z Z I S U  J H I Y Y  

W L Y Y K  E R S S U E  

A R J T H  S R S K  

S I C X ’ Y  T I H  

X T T  X I S C  

V L F N E T T V  

F U E Y S R W  

2. “C” HOUSE FEATURE 
Example: Closet 

A I H R X B P  

A B H W H X E  

A S L O X  R L W N H X E  

A L W T R X Z  

A C U H X B F S P  

A W C D U L C S N Z  

A L T X F B S F L D  

A B W W C S  

A S C O W Z D C A B  

A B X F S C W  I B C F H X E  

3. “THE LION KING” 
Example: Mufasa 

M K Z T L  

Z H H V A L E  

“ N L A G Q L  Z L E L E L ”  

F V K I H  V P R A  

M E L Z F H I H  

U N P M E  

“ R K V R C H  P Y  C K Y H ”  

X L V E N P U  

Q H X T P V Q  R G T  

Q L C L  

4. PET CAT 
Example: Meow 

P S C C O  

A N F D U N  

A R Y Y O  

L X D V G N Y V  

F J U M X S D Y  

K F S L V  

B J H N V P D K S P N B  

E R Y Y D U M  

H J R V N Y  

E R Y N C Y N B  
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How to Solve Crypto-Families  

Each Crypto-Family is a list of related words in a simple substitution code in which a 
different letter of the alphabet is substituted for the correct one. Each “Family” has 
its own code. 

The words in a Crypto-Family list are related to a single theme or category indicated 
by its title. The example given is a clue to the kind of words to expect in the list and 
will help you guess what some of the words are. To break the code, look for words with 
distinctive letter patterns, such as repeated or double letters. For example, in a list of 
American Presidents, if an entry reads “Z B W D R B D,” it is a 7-letter word with the 
same letter in the second and sixth positions and another letter in the fourth and sev-
enth positions (the answer is JOHNSON). When a word in the list is correctly identi-
fied, use the decoded letters to help decode other words in the Crypto-Family. If D 
stands for N in one word, it will stand for N in all the words in that Crypto-Family.

CRYPTO-FAMILIES 
1. CREATURE-NAMED PLANT: 
Dogwood, Butterfly flower, Skunk 
cabbage, Buffalo grass, Pussy willow, 
Tiger lily, Lamb’s ear, Bee balm, 
Duckweed, Cowslip. 
2. “C” HOUSE FEATURE: Chimney, 
Ceiling, Crown molding, Columns, 
Cabinetry, Clapboards, Countertop, 
Cellar, Crawlspace, Central heating. 
3. “THE LION KING”: Simba, 
Meerkat, “Hakuna Matata”, Pride 
Rock, Stampede, Ghost, “Circle of 
Life”, Warthog, Newborn cub, Nala. 
4. PET CAT: Tabby, Feline, Furry, 
Whiskers, Longhair, Claws, Domesti-
cated, Purring, Mouser, Purebred. 


